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Apostolic Vicariate of Northern Arabia

The Apostolic Vicariate of
Northern Arabia is an apostolic
vicariate of the Catholic Church
with territorial jurisdiction for
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and
Saudi Arabia. The vicar
apostolic of the vicariate is
Bishop Aldo Berardi O.SS.T. It
was first established in 1953 (as
the Apostolic Prefecture of
Kuwait) and took its current
name in 2011.
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**Welcome to Our Newsletter!**
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A b o u t  t h e N ews l et te r

We l c o m e to t h e o f f i c i a l  e m a i l  n ews l et te r  o f  t h e A p o s to l i c
Vi c a r i ate o f  N o r t h e r n  A ra b i a  ( AVO N A )  —  yo u r  m o nt h l y  s o u rc e o f
i n fo r m at i o n ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e nt .  

As  p a r t  o f  o u r  o n g o i n g  m i s s i o n  to s t re n g t h e n  t h e fa i t h  a n d  u n i t y
o f o u r  d i ve rs e C at h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y  a c ro s s B a h ra i n ,  Ku wa i t  a n d
Q ata r,  t h i s  n ews l et te r  s e r ve s a s  a  v i ta l  c o m m u n i c at i o n  b r i d g e
b et we e n  t h e Vi c a r i ate,  i t s  c l e rg y,  a n d  t h e fa i t h f u l .

O u r O b j e ct i ve s :
Th i s  n ews l et te r  a i m s to :

*  C o m m u n i c ate key u p d ate s a n d  m i l e s to n e s o f  t h e d i f fe re nt
re g i o n  i n  o u r  Vi c a r i ate .
*  S t re n g t h e n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h ro u g h  c o n s i s te nt
c o m m u n i c at i o n .

W h at  to E x p e ct :

*  H i g h l i g ht s  o f  re c e nt  a n d  u p c o m i n g  i n i t i at i ve s .
*  S u b s c r i b e rs  to  o u r  n ews l et te r  c a n  l o o k fo r wa rd  to M o nt h l y
U p d ate s.

W E ’ R E  E XC I T E D TO W E LC O M E  YO U  TO T H E  I N AU G U R A L E D I T I O N  O F
O U R  N E WS L E T T E R .  T H I S  P U B L I CAT I O N  I S  D E S I G N E D TO K E E P  YO U

I N F O R M E D,  I N S P I R E D,  A N D I N VO LV E D.



A Season of Grace and Growth

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait

“ Re m e m b e r t h at  n ot h i n g  i s  s m a l l  i n  t h e eye s o f  G o d .  
D o a l l  t h at  yo u  d o w i t h  l ove” –  S t .  Th é rè s e o f  L i s i e u x .
Th e s e s i m p l e yet  p ro fo u n d  wo rd s by t h e p at ro n e s s o f
t h e Pa r i s h  o f  S t .  Th é rè s e o f  C h i l d  J e s u s C h u rc h ,
S a l m i ya ,  Ku wa i t ,  t r u l y  i n s p i re s t h e fa i t h f u l ,  a s  t h e p a s t
few m o nt h s h ave b e e n  f i l l e d  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l  g row t h ,
s i g n i f i c a nt  l i t u rg i c a l  c e l e b rat i o n s,  a n d  a ct i ve
c o m m u n i t y  p a r t i c i p at i o n  t h at  m a ke t h i s  p a r i s h  a
v i b ra nt  p l a c e o f  fa i t h ,  wo rs h i p a n d  l ov i n g  s e r v i c e.  Th e
Pa r i s h  ex p e r i e n c e d  n u m e ro u s m e a n i n g f u l  eve nt s
o rg a n i z e d  by va r i o u s m i n i s t r i e s  u n d e r  t h e s p i r i t u a l
g u i d a n c e o f  t h e Pa r i s h  P r i e s t  -  

Rev.  Fr.  S av i o  D’ S o u z a  a n d  t h e d e d i c ate d  S a l e s i a n
c l e rg y
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During the holy season of Lent, and
following the call of Pope Francis to
be 'Pilgrims of Hope,' a group of
about 400 parishioners embarked
on a Lenten pilgrimage from
Salmiya to Our Lady of Arabia
Church in Ahmadi, Kuwait. This
journey was undertaken on 31st
March 2025 with the prayerful
intention of obtaining the plenary
indulgence associated with the
Jubilee Year. After having walked
through the Holy Doors of the
Church, the faithful participated in
the celebration of the Eucharist, a
session of praise and worship as
well as a meaningful reflection on
the Stations of the Cross.

Pilgrimage to Our Lady
of Arabia Church,
Ahmadi
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



This contemplative journey
through the 14 Stations was
enriched by solemn hymns and
heartfelt testimonies from
parishioners, deeply touching all
present. Rev. Fr. Savio D’Souza,
SDB, Parish Priest, expressed
profound gratitude to the
participants and the dedicated
LMC team, as each family
received a blessed cross after
the final hymn - an enduring
symbol of Christ’s unwavering
love and sacrifice.

Good Friday
Meditation - A

reflection on Christ’s
Passion
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



On April 22nd, 2025, the
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion (EMHC) organized
“Living with the Joy and Hope of
Easter”, an annual outreach program
for the home-bound, sick, and elderly
of the parish. Special arrangements,
including transportation, ensured
their participation in a Holy Mass,
concelebrated by Fr. Savio D’Souza,
SDB, Fr. Joe Fernandes, SDB, and Fr.
Banzelao Teixeira, SDB. Following the
homily, the Sacrament of Anointing
of the Sick was administered,
bringing comfort and spiritual
renewal to the attendees.

Outreach Program for the home-bound,
sick and aged
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



The STCJ Parish was honoured to
welcome Fr. Savio Silveira, SDB,
Provincial of the Salesian priests from
the Mumbai Province. During his visit,
he celebrated Mass, met with the
Parish Pastoral Council, and graciously
administered the Sacrament of
Reconciliation for children preparing
for their First Holy Communion. In his
meeting with the ministry leaders, he
offered words of encouragement,
emphasizing the need for ‘Re-
Evangelization’ to those who aren’t
regular, and especially those who have
strayed away from the Church.

From Mumbai to Salmiya
- A Visit by Rev. Fr. Savio
Silveira, SDB, Mumbai
Provincial
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



As is every year, St. Thérèse Church
was blessed to have conferred the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion
to 84 children on 9th May 2025, and
the Sacrament of Confirmation to 103
youngsters on 16th May 2025. These
sacred milestones were made
possible through the dedicated
efforts of the Catechism Ministry.

The First Holy Communion celebration
resounded the theme ‘Come into my
heart, Lord Jesus’ as it was a truly
joyous occasion for the children
having received the Body of Christ for
the very first time – surrounded by
family, their catechists and the parish
community.

Celebrating the Sacraments
- First Holy Communion &
Confirmation
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



The Sacrament of Confirmation was a
significant milestone for the 103
youngsters who were confirmed in the
faith by His Excellency Bishop Aldo
Berardi, O.SS.T. The theme was aptly
centered on ‘Come Holy Spirit, fill the
hearts of thy faithful’ as these
youngsters were blessed with the gifts of
the Holy Spirit, in the presence of their
family, God parents and their catechists.

The two Sacrament days were moments
of profound grace for the entire parish,
especially for the Catechism Ministry,
whose commitment ensured that each
child was well prepared to come closer to
the Lord. Both Sacramental Celebrations
were livestreamed on the STCJ parish
YouTube channel, allowing every
parishioner to be a part of these blessed
occasions

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



The Salmiya Parish Youth successfully
hosted the Women’s Box Cricket
Tournament on 25th April 2025, uniting
eight spirited teams, their families, and
supporters for a day full of sportsmanship
and fellowship. Graced by clergy members,
the event reflected the parish’s strong
sense of community. Two months of
dedicated planning by SPY volunteers
culminated in a memorable tournament,
concluding with a prayer of thanksgiving
and appreciation. Beyond athletic skill, the
event celebrated unity, engagement, and
the active role of women in parish life.

Women’s Box Cricket
Tournament - A fun and
empowering event
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St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus Church, Salmiya,
Kuwait



HOLY FAMILY CO-CATHEDRAL,
KUWAIT
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Solemn Mass Celebrated in
Honor of Pope Leo XIV

A solemn Mass was recently
celebrated in honor of Pope Leo
XIV, presided over by Bishop Aldo
Berardi and Archbishop Eugene
Martin Nugent. The sacred liturgy
drew a diverse gathering of the
faithful, including priests,
religious brothers and sisters,
diplomatic representatives, and
leaders from various religious
communities. The event was a
profound expression of unity,
reverence, and prayerful
remembrance for the Holy Father.
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A Multicultural Celebration of Faith: Bishop
Aldo Berardi Administers the Sacrament of
Confirmation

In a joyful and spiritually uplifting ceremony, Bishop Aldo
Berardi administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to
candidates from the English, Korean, Filipino, and African
catechism communities. This multicultural event marked
a profound milestone in the faith journey of the
confirmands, as they publicly affirmed their commitment
to Christ and received the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The
diverse gathering reflected the unity and richness of the
Church’s global family, offering a beautiful testament to
shared faith across cultures.

HOLY FAMILY CO-CATHEDRAL,
KUWAIT
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Solemn Funeral Mass
Held for the Late Pope
Francis

HOLY FAMILY CO-CATHEDRAL,
KUWAIT

A s o l e m n  Fu n e ra l  M a s s fo r  t h e l ate
P o p e Fra n c i s  wa s h e l d  w i t h  d e e p
reve re n c e,  p re s i d e d  ove r  by
A rc h b i s h o p E u g e n e M a r t i n  N u g e nt .
Th e c e re m o ny d rew to g et h e r
m e m b e rs o f  t h e c l e rg y,  t h e
d i p l o m at i c  c o r p s,  a n d  a  l a rg e,
d i ve rs e a s s e m b l y  o f  fa i t h f u l
p a r i s h i o n e rs  a n d  we l l -w i s h e rs  f ro m
a c ro s s t h e c o u nt r y,  a l l  g at h e re d  to
p ay t h e i r  f i n a l  re s p e ct s .

Fo l l ow i n g  t h e M a s s,  a  c o n d o l e n c e
g at h e r i n g  wa s h e l d  at  H o l y  Fa m i l y
H a l l ,  w h e re m o u r n e rs  we re i nv i te d  to
s i g n  a  s p e c i a l  b o o k o f  c o n d o l e n c e s
i n  m e m o r y o f  t h e l ate p o nt i f f.  Th e
g at h e r i n g  p rov i d e d  a  m o m e nt  o f
s h a re d  re f l e ct i o n  a n d  p raye r,
h o n o r i n g  t h e l e g a cy o f  P o p e Fra n c i s
a n d  h i s  e n d u r i n g  i m p a ct  o n  t h e
g l o b a l  C h u rc h .
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Easter Vigil Celebrated by
Archbishop Eugene Martin Nugent

The Catholic community 
joyfully celebrated the Easter
Vigil, presided over by
Archbishop Eugene Martin
Nugent. 

This sacred liturgy included the
blessing of the new fire, the
Easter Proclamation, and the
celebration of the sacraments
of initiation—powerful symbols
of Christ’s resurrection and the
renewal of faith within the
Church.

It was a night of deep reverence
and joyful hope, uniting us in
the light of the Risen Lord.

HOLY FAMILY CO-CATHEDRAL,
KUWAIT



Our lady of arabia cathedral and
sacred heart church, bahrain
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Th e AVO N A' s  Wo m e n' s  P ro g ra m
h o s te d  a  t ra n sf o r m a t i ve Th e o l o g y o f
t h e B o d y ( TO B )  m i s s i o n  l e d  by
i n te r n a t i o n a l  s p e a ke r  Ad e l i n e K h o u r i ,
u n d e r  t h e p at ro n a g e o f  B i s h o p A l d o
B e ra rd i  a n d  s u p p o r te d  by AVO N A' s
Wo m e n' s  P ro g ra m  te a m .  H e l d  at
p a r i s h e s i n  M a n a m a  a n d  Awa l i ,  t h e
m i s s i o n  ex p l o re d  h u m a n  d i g n i t y,
l ove,  a n d  t h e s a c re d n e s s o f  t h e b o d y
b a s e d  o n  S a i n t  J o h n  Pa u l  I I ’s
te a c h i n g s.  Key h i g h l i g h t s  i n c l u d e d :
Tra i n i n g  o f  Tra i n e rs  P ro g ra m  to
e m p owe r l o c a l  l e a d e rs fo r
s u s ta i n a b l e TO B  fo r m a t i o n .  A ra b i c -
l a n g u a g e s e s s i o n s to re a c h  t h e w i d e r
c o m m u n i t y.

A p owe r f u l  Wo m e n' s
C o n fe re n c e c e nte re d  o n
fe m i n i n i t y  a n d  d i v i n e l ove.
C l e rg y c o l l a b o rat i o n  to
i nte g rate TO B  i nto m a r r i a g e
p re p a n d  s c h o o l  p ro g ra m s.
Fo l l ow- u p o n l i n e c o u rs e s to
c o nt i n u e fo r m at i o n .  Th e
m i s s i o n  wa s p ra i s e d  fo r
a d d re s s i n g  s e n s i t i ve to p i c s
w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n  a n d  c l a r i t y,
d e e p l y  i m p a ct i n g  p a r t i c i p a nt s
a n d  s t re n g t h e n i n g  t h e
C at h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y ’s
u n d e rs ta n d i n g  o f  G o d ’s  p l a n
fo r  l ove a n d  l i fe .

AVO N A Wo m e n' s  P ro g ra m  “ Th e o l o g y o f  t h e B o d y :  A
Tra n sfo r m at i ve J o u r n ey o f  H o p e,  H e a l i n g  & H u m a n  D i g n i t y ”
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Th e C h r i s m  M a s s wa s c e l e b rate d
o n  A p r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  at  t h e C at h e d ra l
o f  O u r  La d y o f  A ra b i a  i n  Awa l i ,
B a h ra i n ,  l e d  by B i s h o p A l d o
B e ra rd i .  Th i s  i m p o r ta nt  H o l y  We e k
eve nt  b ro u g ht  to g et h e r  c l e rg y
f ro m  a c ro s s t h e A p o s to l i c
Vi c a r i ate o f  N o r t h e r n  A ra b i a
( AVO N A )  a n d  t h e l o c a l  C at h o l i c
c o m m u n i t y.  D u r i n g  t h e M a s s,
s a c re d  o i l s  we re b l e s s e d  fo r  u s e i n
key s a c ra m e nt s,  a n d  p r i e s t s
re n ewe d  t h e i r  vows,  re a f f i r m i n g
t h e i r  c o m m i t m e nt  to s e r v i c e.
I n  h i s  h o m i l y,  B i s h o p A l d o
e m p h a s i z e d  h o l i n e s s,  u n i t y,
m i s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e i m p o r ta n c e o f
w i t n e s s i n g  C h r i s t  i n  t h e G u l f
re g i o n .  Th e eve nt  d rew a  l a rg e,
d i ve rs e c o n g re g at i o n ,  h i g h l i g ht i n g
t h e s t ro n g  a n d  m u l t i c u l t u ra l
C at h o l i c  p re s e n c e i n  B a h ra i n  a n d
re i n fo rc i n g  t h e c o m m u n i t y ’s
s h a re d  fa i t h  a n d  d e d i c at i o n .

C h r i s m  M a s s :  Th e B l e s s i n g  o f  t h e O i l s
a n d  t h e C o n s e c rat i o n  o f  t h e C h r i s m  

Our lady of arabia cathedral,
bahrain



A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

O n  M a rc h  2 8 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e C a t h e d ra l  o f  O u r  La d y
o f A ra b i a  i n  B a h ra i n  o f f i c i a l l y  i n a u g u rate d
t h e P o n t i f i c a l  H o l y  C h i l d h o o d  S o c i et y,
m a r k i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l e s to n e f o r  t h e l o c a l
C a t h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y.  C e l e b rate d  by B i s h o p
A l d o B e ra rd i ,  t h e M a s s e m p h a s i z e d  p raye r,
c h a r i t y,  a n d  g l o b a l  s o l i d a r i t y  f o r  c h i l d re n  i n
n e e d .  B i s h o p A l d o u rg e d  t h e fa i t h f u l  to  b ot h
p ray f o r  c h i l d re n  a n d  te a c h  t h e m  to p ray fo r
ot h e rs ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e S o c i et y ’s  m i s s i o n  to
s u p p o r t  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  c h i l d re n  wo r l d w i d e
t h ro u g h  e d u c at i o n ,  h e a l t h c a re,  a n d
c o m p a s s i o n .

P O N T I F I CA L H O LY C H I L D H O O D S O C I E T Y 
I N AU G U R AT I O N

A s o l e m n  o at h  c e re m o ny s aw c h i l d re n
c o m m i t  to  t h e S o c i et y ' s  m i s s i o n ,  a n d
awa rd s we re p re s e n te d  to w i n n e rs  o f
t h e M i s s i o - AVO N A e s s ay a n d  d raw i n g
c o m p et i t i o n .  Fr.  M a rc u s Fe r n a n d e s,
w h o l e d  t h e i n i t i at i ve,  t h a n ke d  p a re nt s
a n d  t h e c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .
B a h ra i n  i s  a m o n g  t h e f i rs t  i n  t h e
Vi c a r i ate to  l a u n c h  t h i s  m i s s i o n ,  w h i c h
p ro m ote s a  c o l l e ct i ve e f f o r t  to  e n s u re
eve r y c h i l d  c a n  g row i n  l ove,  s a fet y,
a n d  d i g n i t y.

Our lady of arabia cathedral,
bahrain
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H I S B E AT I T U D E  CA R D I N A L P I E R B AT T I STA
P I Z Z A B A L L A V I S I T TO B A H R A I N

C a rd i n a l  P i e r b a t t i s ta  P i z z a b a l l a ,  t h e Lat i n
Pa t r i a rc h  o f  J e r u s a l e m ,  v i s i te d  B a h ra i n
f ro m  2 0 –2 3  M a rc h  2 0 2 5  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t
g e s t u re o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e l o c a l  C at h o l i c
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n te r fa i t h  d i a l o g u e.  H e wa s
wa r m l y we l c o m e d  by B i s h o p A l d o B e ra rd i
a n d  l o c a l  c l e rg y.  D u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t ,  h e
c e l e b ra te d  M a s s a t  t h e C a t h e d ra l  o f  O u r
La d y o f  A ra b i a  a n d  S a c re d  H e a r t  C h u rc h  i n
M a n a m a ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  p e a c e,  c o ex i s te n c e,
a n d  c u l t u ra l  d i ve rs i t y.  H e to u re d  t h e
m u s e u m  h o n o r i n g  P o p e Fra n c i s’s  2 0 2 2  v i s i t
a n d  ex p l o re d  B a h ra i n’s  h i s to r y  at  t h e
N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m .  H e a l s o p a r t i c i p ate d  i n  a
m a j o r  i n te r fa i t h  c o n f e re n c e at  t h e K i n g
H a m a d  G l o b a l  C e n te r  f o r  P e a c e f u l
C o ex i s te n c e.  H i s  v i s i t  h i g h l i g h te d  t h e
v i ta l i t y  o f  t h e C a t h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e
G u l f  a n d  B a h ra i n ' s  ro l e  a s  a  h u b f o r
re l i g i o u s to l e ra n c e a n d  d i a l o g u e.

Our lady of arabia cathedral and
sacred heart church, bahrain



OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY CHURCH,
QATAR
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O U R  L A DY O F T H E  R O SA RY C H U R C H  –  A B E AC O N  O F
FA I T H  I N  T H E  H E A RT O F QATA R

O u r La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y C h u rc h  ( O L R C )  i n  D o h a ,  Q ata r,  s ta n d s a s  a
h i s to r i c  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  l a n d m a r k— a  l i v i n g  te s t i m o ny to t h e v i ta l i t y  o f
t h e C at h o l i c  fa i t h  i n  t h e A ra b i a n  P e n i n s u l a .  As  t h e f i rs t  p u r p o s e - b u i l t
C at h o l i c  c h u rc h  i n  t h e c o u nt r y,  i t  e m b o d i e s t h e p e a c e f u l  c o ex i s te n c e
o f C h r i s t i a n  l i fe  i n  a  l a n d  o f  d e e p c u l t u ra l  a n d  re l i g i o u s h e r i ta g e.

Th i s  re m a r ka b l e p re s e n c e wa s m a d e p o s s i b l e  i n  2 0 0 5  w h e n  H i s
H i g h n e s s S h e i k h  H a m a d  b i n  K h a l i fa  A l  Th a n i ,  t h e Fat h e r  E m i r  o f  Q ata r,
g e n e ro u s l y  g ra nte d  t h e C at h o l i c  C h u rc h  a  p l ot  o f  l a n d  i n  M e s s i m e r.
Wi t h  t h e c o o p e rat i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e Q ata r i  g ove r n m e nt ,  t h i s  g i f t
c u l m i n ate d  i n  t h e c o n s e c rat i o n  o f  t h e c h u rc h  o n  M a rc h  1 5 ,  2 0 0 8 ,
m a r k i n g  a  h i s to r i c  m i l e s to n e fo r  t h e C at h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y  i n  Q ata r.

To d ay,  O L R C c o nt i n u e s to t h r i ve w i t h  t h e e n d u r i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  H i s
H i g h n e s s S h e i k h  Ta m i m  b i n  H a m a d  A l  Th a n i ,  t h e E m i r  o f  Q ata r,  a n d  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  Fo re i g n  Af fa i rs .  Th e C at h o l i c  fa i t h f u l  re m a i n  d e e p l y
g rate f u l  a n d  ex p re s s t h e i r  a p p re c i at i o n  t h ro u g h  p raye r  fo r  t h e n at i o n
a n d  i t s  l e a d e rs .

S e r v i n g  a  v i b ra nt  a n d  d i ve rs e c o n g re g at i o n  o f  ove r  2 0 0,0 0 0  fa i t h f u l ’s ,
O L R C i s  h o m e to m o re t h a n  6 0  n at i o n a l i t i e s .  H o l y  M a s s i s  c e l e b rate d
i n  m u l t i p l e  l a n g u a g e s,  i n c l u d i n g  E n g l i s h ,  Ta g a l o g ,  M a l aya l a m ,  Ta m i l ,
Ko n ka n i ,  A ra b i c ,  H i n d i ,  S i n h a l a ,  S p a n i s h ,  I ta l i a n ,  P o r t u g u e s e,  a n d
Fre n c h ,  e n a b l i n g  p e o p l e f ro m  a ro u n d  t h e wo r l d  to  wo rs h i p i n  t h e i r
n at i ve l a n g u a g e s.  E a c h  l a n g u a g e c o m m u n i t y  e n r i c h e s t h e C h u rc h’s
l i t u rg i c a l  a n d  c u l t u ra l  l i fe  w i t h  d i s t i n ct  d evot i o n s,  m u s i c ,  fe a s t  d ay
t ra d i t i o n s,  at t i re ,  a n d  c u i s i n e,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  M a r i a n  p ro c e s s i o n s
a n d  m a j o r  l i t u rg i c a l  c e l e b rat i o n s.
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Th e c h u rc h’s  s a n d s to n e - c o l o re d  fa ç a d e,  p e a c e f u l
c o u r t ya rd s,  a n d  reve re n t  i nte r i o r  o f fe r  n ot  o n l y  a  s a c re d
s p a c e f o r  wo rs h i p b u t  a l s o a  p owe r f u l  sy m b o l  o f  u n i t y  a n d
re l i g i o u s h a r m o ny.  Th e m a i n  c h u rc h ,  w i t h  i t s  s o a r i n g  h i g h
c e i l i n g  p a i nte d  i n  a  l i g ht  b l u e - s k y e f fe ct  a d o r n e d  w i t h
a n g e l i c  m ot i f s ,  c re ate s a n  at m o s p h e re o f  t ra n s c e n d e n c e
a n d  awe.  Th i s  s p a c i o u s s a n ct u a r y a c c o m m o d ate s u p to
3,0 0 0  wo rs h i p p e rs .  I t  i s  f i l l e d  d u r i n g  m a j o r  l i t u rg i c a l
c e l e b ra t i o n s,  s u c h  a s  H o l y  We e k ,  C h r i s t m a s,  a n d  M a r i a n
f e a s t s ,  b e c o m i n g  a  v i b ra nt  g at h e r i n g  o f  fa i t h f u l  f ro m  eve r y
c o r n e r  o f  t h e g l o b e.  Wi t h i n  t h e c o m p o u n d ,  t h re e
a d d i t i o n a l  c h a p e l s  fo s te r  d e e p e r  s p i r i t u a l  e n c o u n te rs :  Th e
B l e s s e d  S a c ra m e nt  Ad o rat i o n  C h a p e l  o f fe rs  a  s e re n e
e nv i ro n m e n t  fo r  s i l e n t  p raye r  a n d  e u c h a r i s t i c  d evot i o n ,
i nv i t i n g  t h e fa i t h f u l  i nto c o nte m p l at i ve c o m m u n i o n  w i t h
t h e Lo rd .

Th e S a c ra m e n t  C h a p e l ,  a d o r n e d  w i t h  s ta i n e d  g l a s s a n d
wa l l  p a i n t i n g s d e p i ct i n g  t h e s eve n  s a c ra m e nt s,  p rov i d e s a
v i s u a l l y  r i c h  c ate c h et i c a l  s p a c e t h at  d raws h e a r t s  a n d
m i n d s i n to t h e mys te r y  o f  d i v i n e g ra c e.  Th e A l ve r n a
C h a p e l ,  n a m e d  a f te r  M o u nt  A l ve r n a —w h e re S t .  Fra n c i s  o f
As s i s i  re c e i ve d  t h e s t i g m ata — h o s t s  we e kd ay l a n g u a g e
M a s s e s,  c h i l d re n’s  c ate c h i s m  M a s s e s,  a n d  p ra i s e a n d
wo rs h i p g at h e r i n g s.  Th i s  i n t i m ate s et t i n g  o f fe rs  a  p e a c e f u l
s p a c e f o r  re f l e ct i o n ,  re n ewa l ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  fo r m at i o n .

B eyo n d  i t s  l i t u rg i c a l  ro l e ,  O L R C i s  a  h u b fo r  fo r m at i o n ,
s e r v i c e,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  l i fe .  Th e p a r i s h  o f fe rs  c ate c h et i c a l
p ro g ra m s f o r  c h i l d re n ,  yo u t h ,  a n d  a d u l t s ;  fa c i l i tate s
s a c ra m e nta l  p re p a rat i o n  a n d  m a r r i a g e e n r i c h m e nt ;  a n d
p ro m ote s s p i r i t u a l  g row t h  t h ro u g h  ret re at s ,  p raye r  g ro u p s,
a n d  l ay  m ove m e n t s s u c h  a s  t h e Le g i o n  o f  M a r y a n d  C o u p l e s
f o r  C h r i s t .
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As p a r t  o f  t h e A p o s to l i c  Vi c a r i ate o f  N o r t h e r n  A ra b i a —
w h i c h  i n c l u d e s Q ata r,  B a h ra i n ,  Ku wa i t ,  a n d  S a u d i  A ra b i a
— O L R C i s  s h e p h e rd e d  by H i s  E xc e l l e n cy B i s h o p A l d o
B e ra rd i ,  O.S S.T.  H i s  p a s to ra l  l e a d e rs h i p i n s p i re s t h e
fa i t h f u l  to  l i ve  w i t h  h o p e a n d  a  m i s s i o n a r y s p i r i t  a m i d
t h e re g i o n’s  u n i q u e c h a l l e n g e s a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
Re f l e ct i n g  o n  t h e g ra c e a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e o f  t h i s  s a c re d
p l a c e,  B i s h o p B e ra rd i  s h a re s :  “ We g i ve t h a n k s to G o d  fo r
t h e g i f t  o f  O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y C h u rc h ,  w h e re g ra c e i s
e n c o u nte re d ,  c u l t u re s a re e m b ra c e d ,  a n d  C h r i s t  i s
g l o r i f i e d . ”
M o re t h a n  a  b u i l d i n g ,  O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y C h u rc h  i s  a
s p i r i t u a l  h o m e — a  p l a c e w h e re d i ve rs i t y  i s  c e l e b rate d ,
t ra d i t i o n s a re h o n o re d ,  a n d  t h e l i g ht  o f  C h r i s t  s h i n e s
b r i g ht l y  i n  a  l a n d  m a r ke d  by d i a l o g u e a n d  p e a c e.

Frate r n a l l y
Fr.  Pa u l ra j ,  O F M ,  C a p
Pa r i s h  P r i e s t
O u r  La d y o f  Th e Ro s a r y C h u rc h ,  D o h a ,  Q ata r.
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L E N T E N  A N N O U N C E M E N T:  A  CA L L TO H U M I L I T Y A N D
LOV E

Le n t  2 0 2 5  b e g a n  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a nt  v i s i t  f ro m  Fr.  R i n o Ro s s i ,  D i re cto r  o f
t h e D o m u s G a l i l a e a e i n  t h e H o l y  La n d  a n d  t h e re g i o n a l  l e a d e r  o f  t h e
N e o c a te c h u m e n a l  Way i n  t h e M i d d l e E a s t .  Ac c o m p a n i e d  by M r.  Fra n c o,
h e a r r i ve d  o n  M a rc h  1 1 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  to  d e l i ve r  t h e Le nte n  a n n o u n c e m e nt  to t h e
c o m m u n i t i e s  g at h e re d  a t  O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y Pa r i s h .
Fr.  R i n o d e l i ve re d  a  m e s s a g e f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e a n d  s p i r i t u a l  c h a l l e n g e,
c a l l i n g  t h e fa i t h f u l  to  p re p a re f o r  t h e c o m i n g  o f  t h e Lo rd  t h ro u g h
h u m i l i t y,  f o rg i ve n e s s,  a n d  l ove — a  l ove m o d e l l e d  a f te r  t h a t  o f  C h r i s t .  Th i s
a n n o u n c e m e n t  m a r ke d  t h e b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e Le n te n  j o u r n ey,  u n d e r ta ke n
a s o n e c o m m u n i t y  i n  u n i t y  o f  p u r p o s e a n d  s p i r i t .

Th e N e o c a te c h u m e n a l  Way,  a  p o s t-
b a pt i s m a l  C h r i s t i a n  f o r m at i o n
i n s p i re d  by t h e e a r l y  C h u rc h ,
c o n t i n u e s to f l o u r i s h  a t  O u r  La d y o f
t h e Ro s a r y Pa r i s h  i n  Q a ta r.  Ro ote d  i n
i t s  c a te c h et i c a l  sy n t h e s i s  o f te n
d e s c r i b e d  a s t h e " t r i p o d " —Wo rd  o f
G o d ,  L i t u rg y,  a n d  C o m m u n i t y— t h e
m ove m e n t  s e e k s to l e a d  i n d i v i d u a l s  to
a  d e e p e r,  m at u re fa i t h  a n d  f rate r n a l
c o m m u n i o n .  Th e p a r i s h  i s  c u r re n t l y
h o m e to f o u r  v i b ra n t
N e o c a te c h u m e n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s
c o m p r i s i n g  ove r  1 5 0  b rot h e rs  a n d
s i s te rs  wa l k i n g  to g et h e r  i n  fa i t h .
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E AST E R  V I G I L :  C E L E B R AT I N G T H E  PAS S OV E R
O F T H E  LO R D

Th e c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l
j o u r n ey wa s m a r ke d  by t h e E a s te r  Vi g i l ,
t h e m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c e l e b rat i o n  i n  t h e
l i t u rg i c a l  ye a r.  Th e c o m m u n i t i e s
re c e i ve d  t h e E a s te r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o n
A p r i l  1 0 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  re i n f o rc i n g  t h e c a l l  to
e m b ra c e o n e a n ot h e r  i n  fo rg i ve n e s s
a n d  l ove,  f o l l ow i n g  t h e exa m p l e o f
C h r i s t .  O n  t h e n i g h t  o f  A p r i l  1 9,  2 0 2 5 ,
t h e f o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e
N e o c a te c h u m e n a l  Way c a m e to g et h e r
f o r  t h e s o l e m n  E a s te r  Vi g i l ,  p re s i d e d
ove r  by Fr.  C a r l o s  C e b a l l o s ,  t h e i r
p re s by te r.

Th i s  s a c re d  s e a s o n  h a s re n ewe d  t h e fa i t h  o f  m a ny a n d  d e e p e n e d  t h e
b o n d s w i t h i n  t h e N e o c a te c h u m e n a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Th e Way c o n t i n u e s
to b e a  p owe r f u l  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  eva n g e l i z at i o n  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  g row t h  at
O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y Pa r i s h ,  b e a r i n g  f r u i t  i n  t h e h e a r t s  o f  t h e
fa i t h f u l .

Th e c e l e b ra t i o n  c o m m e n c e d  a t  1 1  P M  w i t h  t h e b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e n ew f i re ,
sy m b o l i z i n g  t h e v i cto r y  o f  l i g h t  ove r  d a r k n e s s,  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  w i t h  t h e
p ro c l a m a t i o n s o f  s a l va t i o n  h i s to r y,  t h e b a pt i s m a l  L i t u rg y,  a n d  t h e
E u c h a r i s t i c  c e l e b rat i o n .  Th e Vi g i l  c o n c l u d e d  w i t h  a  j oy f u l  a g a p e,  a
c o m m u n a l  m e a l  sy m b o l i z i n g  u n i t y  a n d  f rate r n a l  l ove,  a s  b rot h e rs  a n d
s i s te rs  s h a re d  f o o d  a n d  f e l l ows h i p,  g i v i n g  t h a n k s f o r  t h e re s u r re ct i o n
o f t h e Lo rd  a n d  t h e g i f t  o f  c o m m u n i t y.
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H O LY W E E K 2 0 2 5  –  E AST E R  V I G I L  C E L E B R AT I O N

Th e S a n  P e d ro C a l u n g s o d  F i l i p i n o C at h o l i c
C o m m u n i t y  ( S P C F C C )  h e l d  i t s  E a s te r  Vi g i l
c e l e b rat i o n s o n  A p r i l  1 9,  2 0 2 5 ,  a s  t h e
c l i m a x o f  i t s  Tr i d u u m  o b s e r va n c e,  w i t h  a n
a p p rox i m a te 4 0 0 0  i n  at te n d a n c e a t  t h e
C a t h o l i c  C h u rc h  o f  O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y
Pa r i s h  g ro u n d s i n  Q ata r.  Th e c e l e b rat i o n s
i nvo l ve d  a  s p e c i a l  M a s s o n  H o l y  S at u rd ay,
f e a t u r i n g  va r i o u s r i te s  a n d  re a d i n g s t h at
c o m m e m o ra te t h e re s u r re ct i o n  o f  J e s u s
C h r i s t .  

Th e l i t u rg y i n c l u d e d  re a d i n g s f ro m  t h e O l d  Te s ta m e nt ,  h i g h l i g ht i n g
G o d ' s  s a l vat i o n  h i s to r y,  a n d  re a d i n g s f ro m  t h e N ew Te s ta m e n t ,
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e G o s p e l s .  Th e Pa s c h a l  c a n d l e,  a  sy m b o l  o f  C h r i s t ' s
re s u r re ct i o n ,  i s  l i t  a n d  p ro c e s s e d ,  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e l i g h t  t h at  h a s
ove rc o m e d a r k n e s s.  Two b e a u t i f u l  b oy a n d  g i r l  b a b i e s we re b a pt i z e d
o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  A n d  b e a u t i f u l  m u s i c  c o m i n g  f ro m  t h e g ra n d  c h o i r
c o m p o s e d  o f  d i f fe re n t  F i l i p i n o c h o i rs  i n  t h e p a r i s h ,  u n i q u e l y
p o s i t i o n e d  at  t h e b a c k o f  t h e F i l i p i n o S p i r i t u a l  D i re cto r  a n d
C e l e b ra n t ,  Rev.  Fr.  Ro d e l  Ac l a n .  

To e n d  t h e c e l e b ra t i o n ,  a  sy m b o l i c  a n d
t ra d i t i o n a l  F i l i p i n o d evot i o n  c a l l e d
“ S a l u b o n g ” o r  “ E n c o u n te r ” re e n a cte d  t h e
m e et i n g  o f  t h e r i s e n  C h r i s t  w i t h  H i s
M ot h e r  t h ro u g h  a  p ro c e s s i o n .  A n  a n g e l
re m ove d  t h e ve i l  o f  t h e we e p i n g  M ot h e r
M a r y,  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h e e n d  o f  s o r row a s
h e r  S o n ,  w h o h a d  ove rc o m e d e at h .
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 SA N TAC R U Z A N  2 0 2 5

“ S a nta c r u z a n” i s  t h e c u l m i n at i o n  o f
“ F l o re s d e M ayo” ,  a  m o nt h - l o n g
d evot i o n  to t h e B l e s s e d  Vi rg i n  M a r y
a n d  a  c h e r i s h e d  t ra d i t i o n  h o n o r i n g
t h e H o l y  C ro s s,  c e l e b rate d  i n  va r i o u s
C at h o l i c  p a r i s h e s t h ro u g h o u t  t h e
P h i l i p p i n e s,  w h i c h  i s  a l s o b e i n g
o b s e r ve d  h e re i n  t h e C at h o l i c  C h u rc h
o f O u r  La d y o f  t h e Ro s a r y Pa r i s h  i n
Q ata r.  

Th e c o l o r f u l  p ro c e s s i o n  o f
a l l  Q u e e n s w h o re p re s e nt
va r i o u s t i t l e s  o f  t h e
B l e s s e d  Vi rg i n  M a r y,
d re s s e d  i n  e l a b o rate
g ow n s f ro m  t h e d i f fe re nt
p raye r  g ro u p s a n d
m i n i s t r i e s  o f  t h e S a n  P e d ro
C a l u n g s o d  F i l i p i n o
C at h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y
( S P C F C C )  c o m m e m o rate s
t h e d i s c ove r y o f  t h e Tr u e
C ro s s by Q u e e n  H e l e n a ,
m ot h e r  o f  C o n s ta nt i n e t h e
G re at .
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Eve r y We d n e s d ay m o r n i n g ,  O u r  La d y ' s
S o c i et y  c o m e s to g et h e r  f o r  B i b l e  s t u d y a n d
p raye r,  f o l l owe d  by a  s h a re d  l u n c h  a n d
h e a r t f e l t  f e l l ows h i p.  A l l  a re we l c o m e to j o i n
t h i s  wa r m  a n d  fa i t h f u l  c o m m u n i t y  a s  we
g row to g et h e r  i n  fa i t h  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p.

Wi t h  j oy f u l  h e a r t s ,  t h e Ko re a n  C at h o l i c
c o m m u n i t y  we l c o m e d  t h e n ew l y  a p p o i n te d
a l ta r  s e r ve rs  a s  t h ey a s s i s te d  at  t h e a l ta r
f o r  t h e f i rs t  t i m e.  Th e i r  reve re n t  p re s e n c e
a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  we re a  t r u e b l e s s i n g  to
w i t n e s s.  Fo l l ow i n g  t h e M a s s,  t h e
c e l e b rat i o n  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  a  g ro u p p h oto
a l o n g s i d e Fa t h e r  C a r l o s — c a pt u r i n g  a
b e a u t i f u l  m o m e n t  o f  fa i t h ,  c o m m u n i t y,
a n d  f e l l ows h i p.

Th e Ko re a n  C a t h o l i c  c o m m u n i t y  i n
Q a ta r  wa s h o n o re d  to we l c o m e
Fa t h e r  M i c h a e l  f ro m  A b u  D h a b i .  H i s
v i s i t  wa s a  t r u e b l e s s i n g ,  o f f e r i n g  a
m e a n i n g f u l  t i m e o f  p raye r,
f e l l ows h i p,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  re f l e ct i o n .
Th e c o m m u n i t y  i s  d e e p l y  g ra te f u l  f o r
h i s  p re s e n c e a n d  t h e i n s p i ra t i o n  h e
b ro u g h t  to  o u r  s h a re d  fa i t h  j o u r n ey.

O U R  L A DY ' S  S O C I E T Y:  W E E K LY GAT H E R I N G

A B L E S S E D V I S I T F R O M  FAT H E R  M I C H A E L

W E LC O M I N G O U R  N E W A LTA R  S E RV E R S
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A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

O n  1 s t  A p r i l  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e S r i  La n ka n
C at h o l i c  Yo u t h  G ro u p c a m e
to g et h e r  to  c e l e b rate a  m e a n i n g f u l
Yo u t h  Le nte n  Ret re at  h e l d  o n  t h e
s e re n e P u r p l e  I s l a n d .  Th e ret re at
wa s s p i r i t u a l l y  e n r i c h i n g  a n d  f i l l e d
w i t h  m o m e nt s o f  re f l e ct i o n ,  p raye r,
a n d  fe l l ows h i p.
Th e eve nt  wa s g ra c i o u s l y
a c c o m p a n i e d  by Fr.  B e n et  S h a nt h a
a n d  Fr.  Ro s a r i o  C o l a c o,  w h o g u i d e d
t h e yo u t h  t h ro u g h  i n s p i r i n g  ta l k s
a n d  p raye rs  fo c u s e d  o n  t h e Le nte n
s e a s o n .  Th e b e a u t i f u l  s u r ro u n d i n g s
o f P u r p l e  I s l a n d  p rov i d e d  a  p e r fe ct
b a c kd ro p fo r  t h e p a r t i c i p a nt s to
d e e p e n  t h e i r  fa i t h  a n d
c o m m i t m e nt  d u r i n g  t h i s  h o l y
p e r i o d .
Th e ret re at  wa s a  wo n d e r f u l
o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  yo u n g  m e m b e rs o f
t h e c o m m u n i t y  to  c o n n e ct  w i t h
t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l i t y,  s t re n g t h e n  t h e i r
b o n d s,  a n d  p re p a re t h e i r  h e a r t s  fo r
E a s te r.

S r i  La n ka n  C at h o l i c  Yo u t h  G ro u p H o s t s
Yo u t h  Le nte n  Ret re at  o n  P u r p l e  I s l a n d
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Th e p a r i s h  wa s h o n o re d  to we l c o m e H i s  E xc e l l e n cy
B i s h o p A l d o,  w h o g ra c i o u s l y  p re s i d e d  ove r  t h e
I nte r n at i o n a l  C o n f i r m at i o n  M a s s —  a  d e e p l y  m ov i n g
m o m e nt  o f  g ra c e fo r  ove r  1 0 0  yo u n g  p e o p l e a n d  a d u l t
c ate c h u m e n s f ro m  a c ro s s o u r  d i ve rs e p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y.
Re p re s e nt i n g  va r i o u s l a n g u a g e g ro u p s,  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a nt
j oy f u l l y  re a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  b a pt i s m a l  p ro m i s e s a n d
re c e i ve d  t h e S a c ra m e nt  o f  C o n f i r m at i o n  w i t h  reve re n c e
a n d  h e a r t fe l t  d evot i o n .  B i s h o p A l d o i n s p i re d  t h e n ew l y
c o n f i r m e d  to e m b ra c e t h e i r  fa i t h  c o u ra g e o u s l y,
s t re n g t h e n e d  by t h e g i f t s  o f  t h e H o l y  S p i r i t .
Th i s  s a c re d  c e l e b rat i o n  wa s t r u l y  a  d ay o f  p ro fo u n d  j oy
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  re n ewa l  fo r  a l l  w h o g at h e re d ,  u n i t i n g  u s i n
fa i t h  a n d  c o m m u n i t y.

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

A B L E S S E D C E L E B R AT I O N :  I N T E R N AT I O N A L
C O N F I R M AT I O N  M AS S W I T H  B I S H O P  A L D O
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H i s  E xc e l l e n cy B i s h o p A l d o p re s i d e d  ove r  a  s o l e m n
Re q u i e m  M a s s h e l d  i n  h o n o r  o f  P o p e Fra n c i s .  Th e c h u rc h
ove r f l owe d  w i t h  fa i t h f u l  f ro m  a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  u n i te d  i n
p raye r  fo r  t h e re p o s e o f  h i s  s o u l .  I n  h i s  h e a r t fe l t
m e s s a g e,  B i s h o p A l d o c a l l e d  u p o n  eve r yo n e to c o nt i n u e
P o p e Fra n c i s’  e n d u r i n g  l e g a cy o f  c o m p a s s i o n ,  i n c l u s i o n ,
a n d  d e d i c ate d  s e r v i c e to t h e p o o r  a n d  m a rg i n a l i z e d .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

S O L E M N  R E Q U I E M  M AS S F O R  P O P E  F R A N C I S
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Th ro u g h o u t  t h e m o nt h  o f  M ay,  o u r  p a r i s h  j oy f u l l y
we l c o m e d  n u m e ro u s c h i l d re n  f ro m  a  r i c h  ta p e s t r y  o f
c o m m u n i t i e s — E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g ,  M a l aya l a m ,  F i l i p i n o,
A ra b i c ,  Ko n ka n i ,  Fre n c h ,  Lu s o - B ra s i l e i ra ,  I ta l i a n ,  a n d
m a ny m o re — a s t h ey re c e i ve d  J e s u s fo r  t h e ve r y  f i rs t  t i m e
i n  t h e B l e s s e d  S a c ra m e nt .
Th e s e c h i l d re n ,  a g e d  8  to  1 3 ,  p re p a re d  fo r  t h i s  s a c re d
m i l e s to n e t h ro u g h  a  d e d i c ate d ,  ye a r- l o n g  c ate c h i s m
p ro g ra m .  O ve r  t h e m o nt h s,  t h ey d e e p e n e d  t h e i r
u n d e rs ta n d i n g  o f  J e s u s’  l i fe ,  t h e p ro fo u n d  m e a n i n g  o f
t h e E u c h a r i s t ,  a n d  t h e i m p o r ta n c e o f  g row i n g  i n  p raye r
a n d  l ove fo r  G o d .
E a c h  c e l e b rat i o n  wa s a  b e a u t i f u l  re f l e ct i o n  o f  b ot h  a
s p i r i t u a l  m i l e s to n e fo r  t h e c h i l d re n  a n d  t h e i r  fa m i l i e s ,
a n d  t h e v i b ra nt  c u l t u ra l  d i ve rs i t y  t h at  e n r i c h e s o u r
p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y.  Th e reve re n c e,  j oy,  a n d  d evot i o n
d i s p l aye d  by t h e yo u n g  c o m m u n i c a nt s m a d e t h e s e
m o m e nt s t r u l y  m e m o ra b l e fo r  c ate c h i s t s ,  p a re nt s,  a n d
a l l  p a r i s h i o n e rs  a l i ke .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

J OY F U L C E L E B R AT I O N S O F F I R ST H O LY
C O M M U N I O N  I N  M AY
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Th ro u g h o u t  t h e m o nt h  o f  M ay,  o u r  p a r i s h  j oy f u l l y
h o n o re d  O u r  B l e s s e d  M ot h e r  M a r y w i t h  h e a r t fe l t
c o m m u n i t y  Ro s a r i e s ,  p ro c e s s i o n s,  a n d  M a r i a n  d evot i o n s.
E a c h  g ro u p l e d  t h e Ro s a r y i n  t h e i r  u n i q u e t ra d i t i o n ,
c o m i n g  to g et h e r  i n  p raye r  to  a s k O u r  La d y fo r  p e a c e i n
t h e wo r l d ,  u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e C h u rc h ,  a n d  s t re n g t h  fo r
fa m i l i e s .  Th e m o nt h  c u l m i n ate d  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  M a r i a n
p ro c e s s i o n ,  w h e re a l l  p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  j o i n e d  a s  o n e
i n  c e l e b rat i o n  a n d  d evot i o n .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

H O N O R I N G O U R  B L E S S E D M OT H E R  M A RY
I N  M AY
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Th e Fe a s t  o f  O u r  La d y o f  A ra b i a  c o m m e n c e d  o n  J a n u a r y
8 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  w i t h  t h e H o l y  Ro s a r y,  N ove n a ,  a n d  H o l y  M a s s,
p re s i d e d  ove r  by H i s  E xc e l l e n cy B i s h o p A l d o B e ra rd i .  Th e
B i s h o p wa s wa r m l y we l c o m e d  w i t h  a  l i t u rg i c a l  re c e pt i o n
a h e a d  o f  t h e M a s s.  Th e t h e m e fo r  t h e d ay wa s :  “ M a r y,  t h e
Ro l e M o d e l  fo r  Eve r y  M ot h e r. ”  I n  h i s  h o m i l y,  B i s h o p
B e ra rd i  re f l e cte d  o n  t h e p ro fo u n d  s p i r i t u a l  ro l e  o f
M ot h e r  M a r y,  e m p h a s i z i n g  h e r  a s  a  s o u rc e o f  i n s p i rat i o n
a n d  a  m o d e l  o f  l ove,  s t re n g t h ,  a n d  fa i t h  fo r  a l l  m ot h e rs
a n d  fa i t h f u l  a l i ke .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

O P E N I N G DAY O F T H E  F E AST
C E L E B R AT I O N S
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O n  Fr i d ay,  J a n u a r y 1 7,  2 0 2 5 ,  O u r
La d y o f  A ra b i a  C h u rc h ,  A h m a d i
h o s te d  i t s  m u c h - a nt i c i p ate d
Pa r i s h  Fete,  d raw i n g  a  v i b ra nt
c rowd  f ro m  t h e e a r l y  m o r n i n g
h o u rs .  Th e c e l e b rat i o n  b e g a n
w i t h  H o l y  M a s s a n d  c o nt i n u e d
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e d ay w i t h  a  j oy f u l
a r ray o f  a ct i v i t i e s  fo r  a l l  a g e s.
At te n d e e s we re t re ate d  to a
d e l i g ht f u l  m i x  o f  i nte r n at i o n a l
c u i s i n e s,  f u n -f i l l e d  g a m e s,  a
t h o u g ht- p rovo k i n g  p ro - l i fe
ex h i b i t i o n ,  a n d  c o l o r f u l  c u l t u ra l
p e r fo r m a n c e s,  a l l  re f l e ct i n g  t h e
v i b ra nt  d i ve rs i t y  a n d  u n i t y  o f  t h e
p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y.  Th e d ay
c o n c l u d e d ,  l e av i n g  b e h i n d
c h e r i s h e d  m e m o r i e s a n d
d e e p e n e d  b o n d s o f  fa i t h ,
fe l l ows h i p,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

O U R  L A DY O F A R A B I A PA R I S H  F E T E  2 0 2 5 :  A
C E L E B R AT I O N  O F U N I T Y
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As p a r t  o f  t h e p a r i s h’s
s p i r i t u a l  s u p p o r t ,  Rev.  Fr.
Ro sw i n ,  o u r  p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,
o f fe re d  a  s p e c i a l  b l e s s i n g
to t h e C l a s s 1 0 t h  a n d  1 2 t h
s t u d e nt s p re p a r i n g  to
at te n d  t h e i r  b o a rd  exa m s.
Th i s  h e a r t fe l t  c e re m o ny
a i m e d  to i n s p i re
c o n f i d e n c e,  c a l m  n e r ve s,
a n d  i nvo ke G o d ’s
g u i d a n c e fo r  t h e s t u d e nt s
d u r i n g  t h i s  i m p o r ta nt
p h a s e o f  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c
j o u r n ey.

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

S P I R I T UA L S U P P O RT F O R  C L AS S 
1 0T H  A N D 1 2T H  ST U D E N TS
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U n d e r  t h e p at ro n a g e o f  H . E .
B i s h o p A l d o B e ra rd i ,  t h e
Wo m e n’s  D ay p ro g ra m  wa s
c e l e b rate d  at  O u r  La d y o f
A ra b i a  C h u rc h  i n  A h m a d i  o n
8 t h  a n d  9 t h  Fe b r u a r y.  Th e
eve nt  o f fe re d  a n  i n s p i r i n g
o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  fe l l ows h i p,
p e rs o n a l  g row t h ,  a n d
s p i r i t u a l  e n r i c h m e nt .
H i g h l i g ht s  o f  t h e p ro g ra m
i n c l u d e d :

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

WO M E N ’ S DAY P R O G R A M  AT O U R  L A DY O F
A R A B I A C H U R C H

Th e s e m i n a r  wa s t h o u g ht f u l l y
d e s i g n e d  to c ate r  to  wo m e n
o f a l l  a g e s a n d  l i fe s t y l e s ,
m a k i n g  i t  i n c l u s i ve a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  fo r  eve r yo n e
i nvo l ve d .

E m p owe r m e nt  o f  wo m e n
S t re n g t h e n i n g  o f  s p i r i t u a l
fo u n d at i o n
E n h a n c i n g  p e rs o n a l  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  we l l - b e i n g



 THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF
ARABIA, AHMADI, KUWAIT

Th e Fe a s t  o f  O u r  La d y o f  A ra b i a  wa s
p re c e d e d  by a  n i n e - d ay N ove n a ,  l e d
by va r i o u s m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  r i te s ,  w i t h
e a c h  d ay d e d i c ate d  to re f l e ct i n g  o n
a  u n i q u e a s p e ct  o f  M ot h e r  M a r y ’s
ro l e  i n  t h e l i fe  o f  t h e C h u rc h .  Th e
c e l e b rat i o n s c u l m i n ate d  o n  J a n u a r y
1 9,  2 0 2 5 ,  w i t h  a  S o l e m n  H o l y  M a s s
p re s i d e d  ove r  by H i s  G ra c e
A rc h b i s h o p E u g e n e M a r t i n  N u g e nt ,
t h e A p o s to l i c  N u n c i o to  Ku wa i t .
Pa r i s h i o n e rs  to o k p a r t  w i t h
h e a r t fe l t  j oy  a n d  d evot i o n ,  m a k i n g
t h e f i n a l  d ay o f  t h e fe a s t  a  t r u l y
m e m o ra b l e a n d  s p i r i t u a l l y  u p l i f t i n g
o c c a s i o n .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

S O L E M N  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F T H E  F E AST O F
O U R  L A DY O F A R A B I A
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O n  27 t h  M a rc h  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e
C o u p l e s fo r  C h r i s t  A h m a d i  U n i t
h e l d  i t s  m o n t h l y  p raye r
a s s e m b l y  at  t h e O u r  La d y o f
A ra b i a  C a te c h i s m  b l o c k i n
A h m a d i .  Th e a s s e m b l y ’s  t h e m e,
“ Th e Pa ra d ox o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y, ”
g u i d e d  a n  e n g a g i n g  eve n i n g
f i l l e d  w i t h  p raye r,  i n s p i r i n g
te s t i m o n i e s,  f e l l ows h i p,  a n d
u p l i f t i n g  C h r i s t i a n  m u s i c .  Th e
eve n t  f o s te re d  c o m m u n i t y
b o n d i n g  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  g row t h
a m o n g  a t te n d e e s,  re f l e ct i n g  t h e
g ro u p’s  m i s s i o n  to n u r t u re fa i t h
w i t h i n  fa m i l i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s
a l i ke .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

C O U P L E S F O R  C H R I ST A H M A D I  U N I T –
M A R C H  P R AY E R  AS S E M B LY
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O n  M a rc h  31 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e
p a r i s h i o n e rs  o f  S t .  Th e re s e o f
t h e C h i l d  J e s u s,  S a l m i ya ,
u n d e r to o k a  p i l g r i m a g e to O u r
La d y o f  A ra b i a  Pa r i s h  i n  A h m a d i ,
w h i c h  h a s b e e n  d e s i g n ate d  a s  a
J u b i l e e C h u rc h  i n  Ku wa i t— a
s a c re d  s i te  f o r  p i o u s v i s i t s
d u r i n g  t h e J u b i l e e Ye a r.
Pa r i s h i o n e rs  we re e n c o u ra g e d
to p a r t i c i p ate i n  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l
j o u r n ey to o bta i n  t h e J u b i l e e
P l e n a r y I n d u l g e n c e s g ra nte d  by
t h e C h u rc h .

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

P I LG R I M AG E  V I S I T BY ST.  T H E R E S E  O F T H E
C H I L D J E S U S PA R I S H

Th e p i l g r i m a g e wa s h e l d  u n d e r  t h e t h e m e :
“ T h e  S a c r i f i c i a l  Love  o f  G o d  G i ve s  U s
H o p e . ”  Th e d ay ’s  s p i r i t u a l  p ro g ra m
i n c l u d e d :  P ra i s e a n d  Wo rs h i p A S p i r i t u a l
Ta l k  Th e Way o f  t h e C ro s s E u c h a r i s t i c
Ad o ra t i o n  S a c ra m e n t  o f  C o n fe s s i o n  Th e
yo u t h  o f  O u r L a d y  o f  A ra b i a  Pa r i s h  p l aye d
a  key ro l e  i n  o rg a n i z i n g  a n d  a s s i s t i n g
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e p i l g r i m a g e,  e n s u r i n g  a
s m o ot h  a n d  p raye r f u l  ex p e r i e n c e f o r  t h e
S a l m i ya  p a r i s h i o n e rs .  A l l  p i l g r i m s we re
i nv i te d  to s i g n  t h e V i s i t o r ’s  B o o k ,  a
s p e c i a l  re c o rd  m a i nta i n e d  to d o c u m e n t
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o v i s i t  t h e J u b i l e e C h u rc h
d u r i n g  t h i s  h o l y  ye a r.
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As p a r t  o f  o u r  p a r i s h’s  o n g o i n g  e f fo r t s  to  u p l i f t  a n d
i n s p i re t h ro u g h  m u s i c ,  t h e C h u rc h  B a n d  p re s e nte d  a
s p e c i a l  p e r fo r m a n c e t i t l e d  " Vo i c e o f  G l o r y. "  Th i s
h e a r t fe l t  m u s i c a l  o f fe r i n g  b l e n d e d  p ra i s e,  wo rs h i p,
a n d  s p i r i t u a l  re f l e ct i o n ,  c re at i n g  a  d e e p l y  m ov i n g
ex p e r i e n c e fo r  a l l  i n  at te n d a n c e.  Th e b a n d ’s
d e d i c at i o n  a n d  ta l e nt  b ro u g ht  t h e c o m m u n i t y
to g et h e r  i n  a  p owe r f u l  ex p re s s i o n  o f  fa i t h  a n d  u n i t y.

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

" VO I C E  O F G LO RY " –  A  S P E C I A L
P E R F O R M A N C E  BY O U R  C H U R C H  B A N D



 THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF
ARABIA, AHMADI, KUWAIT

I n  h o n o r  o f  t h e Fe a s t  o f  O u r  La d y o f  Fat i m a ,  t h e
Le g i o n  o f  M a r y c o n d u cte d  a  s p e c i a l  Ro s a r y s e r v i c e
at  O u r  La d y o f  A ra b i a  C h u rc h ,  A h m a d i  –  Ku wa i t .  Th e
fa i t h f u l  g at h e re d  i n  p raye r  a n d  re f l e ct i o n ,  s e e k i n g
t h e i nte rc e s s i o n  o f  O u r  La d y a n d  c e l e b rat i n g  h e r
m e s s a g e o f  p e a c e,  c o nve rs i o n ,  a n d  h o p e.

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

F E AST O F O U R  L A DY O F FAT I M A



 THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF
ARABIA, AHMADI, KUWAIT

O n  Fr i d ay,  M ay 2 3 rd  at  8 : 0 0  P M ,  t h e Yo u t h  M i n i s t r y  o f
O u r  La d y o f  A ra b i a  C h u rc h  h o s te d  M ov i e N i g ht  3 .0  at
t h e C ate c h i s m  B l o c k .  Th e eve nt  p rov i d e d  a  f u n  a n d
fa i t h -f i l l e d  eve n i n g  o f  fe l l ows h i p,  e nte r ta i n m e nt ,
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  b o n d i n g  fo r  t h e yo u t h  a n d
p a r i s h i o n e rs  a l i ke,  c o nt i n u i n g  t h e t ra d i t i o n  o f
e n g a g i n g  yo u n g  h e a r t s  t h ro u g h  w h o l e s o m e a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  g at h e r i n g s.

A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R

M OV I E  N I G H T 3 .0  –  H O ST E D BY O U R  L A DY
O F A R A B I A YO U T H !



A VON A
N EW S L E T T E R
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